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the diverse elements of the sub-continent, c
to crumble into pieces again.   At least from
time of the Maurya Empire (320 B.C.) this
been the case.   In other countries the stz
did not fall, but were only supplanted.
India, on the other hand, once the cen
authority weakened, and thereby t&e cohes
force of the Empire became impaired, the c
stituent elements became independent and sep
ate political units.   When the Mauryan dyna
became weak it was not supplanted by anoth
instead, the empire itself disappeared and
component parts  became  independent kij
doms.   Again the centralising forces appear
established empires, governments and admir
trations,  and  the  same story was  repeat
When the   Mogul   Empire   was   no   lonj
governed with vigour, it was not a success
adventurer who deposed the phantom Empe:
of Delhi and founded a new dynasty*; inste;
every local ruler and every provincial goven
set himself up as an independent monar<
And yet in the eighteenth century there was
the country a very strong feeling of unity I
cause the spell of the  Imperial  Throne
Delhi bound every one from the Himalayas
Cape Comorin.